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To fuck Gentlemen as are fummoned to attend I 'he- 
Grand 'Juries in the different Counties in 
IRELAND. 



GENTLEMEN,, 

T is the rumour of the day that the fan&uary of 
juftice, the grand jury room, in which you are to dif- 
charge the moft facred and important duty to your 
country, is to-be difturbed and agitated by political 
difcuffion. In a word — that the approbation ■ of the 
grand jurors of Ireland to the meafure of an incorpo- 
rate Union is to be fought for by the executive'govem- 
ment of your country. I cannot conceive it poffible 
thatfuch a rumour is entitled to attention. I hope that 
government is too wife to propofe, and that you gen-- 
ilemen, are top prudent to accede, to fuch a meafure. 
It is impoflible that at a time when your rulers exa£r. 
defpotic power for the prefervation of the ftate, that it 
can invite any body of men to further difquifition, on a . 
fubjcS which has already fhookthe country to its cen- 
tre: I truft that a rumour of this kind has arifen from 
the fears of individuals, rather than any' communicati- 
on between the fervants of the crown and the infe- 
rior officers whom they immediately nominate. The 
preemption is certainly as ftrong, that Mr. Pitt's fer- 
vants have appointed Union fheriffs, as that Union 
fheriffs have fummoned Union juries.. It is not un- 
likely, if the influence of the crown is excrcifed, but 
that 700 gentlemen might be found in Ireland to re- 
folve in favor of an Union. Twenty-three perfons of 
character, fome of them fervants and dependants on 
the crown, others in expectation of courtly favor, mi<*ht 
eafily I fuppofe be collected in each county, and mi^ht 
certainly be in ductal to accede to fuch a propofal ; for 
unfortunately, the individual good ft It in a public be- 
nefit is comparatively fo fmail,- comes round through 
fuch an involved lab) rinth of tedious revolutions, that 
the cold commendation of a public advantage never 
was, and never will be, a match for the quick fenfibi- 
iity of private lofs, or individual aggrandizement. I im- 
peach not your honor, your integrity, nor your patriot- 
ifm — I am no hired calumniator to detraQ: from the pu- 
rity of your intentions — it is the exprelfion of the pub- 
lic feeling of a county which gives importance to a 
grand jury refolution — when obtained by infidiotis and 
furreptitious mean?, the molt tirr.e-ferviiig refolution is 
of greater injury than advantage to the minifter. You 
rife odium and contempt without the fmalleft bene- 
fit — 'and truft me that your wounded and irritated coun- 
try would infinitely fociier burft its cerments in ex pre f- 
flng itsjndignation at ti.e idea of an Union beinc jurti- 
fied by the exprtflicn of public fentiment in it? fivur 



even by the moll bare-faced legiflative proftitution. I 
call on you therefore as you value the peace of your 
delirious country — as you recollefi the views of- that 
enemy who daily draws his encreafed refources from 
confederating powers, not to indulge the filly anger of 
a baffled and difappointed minifter, but that in your 
different counties you will exhibit an even-handed juf- 
tice— that by your benevolence and your example you 
will hufh the waring elements of murder,, of paffion, 
and of fa£tion to peace. I entreat you to relent in. 
rigor, where you may relent in fafety — to pardon- 
fomething to the fpirit of liberty ; and at the fame 
time that you hold the rod of chaftifement over the 
guilty culprit, neverput your names to any refolution 
which mayjexhibit you to your country as the admirers 
of a meafure, which, if carried, mud make perpetual 
domeftic hoftility the wretched inheritance of your un- 
happy pofterity. Indeed, gentlemen, I addrefs you in, 
the language and the fpirit of peace ; and I tell you, 
frankly, that I fee nothing in the bill which is now be- 
fore the legiflature to induce you to feek refuge in def- 
pair, even in an Union ; becaufe when this country is 
united to Engl, you have no fecurify but that it would not 
be expofed if poflible to dill greater mifery. I can ne- 
ver think that Lord Cornwallis will abandon the feat of 
mercy to enthrone himfelf on the tribunal of revenge; 
he is too old and too virtuous to feek power to fhed our 
blood. If her is to be vcfted with abfoltite power, his- 
charafter as a generous- foLiier and humane man, give's 
us every reafon to hope that it will be employed in coun- 
teracting local depredations and inhuman 'brutalities ; 
though that power was abufed, yet my approbation of 
an Union would never be in proportion to that abufe; 
Slavery is as dangerous to a government as to an indi- 
vidual, the danger is only in the degree. At air times, 
u'hen a cruel policy rivets the chain round the ancle 
of the- peafant, divine juftice, fays the amiable St. 
Pierre, rivets the other end round the neck of the ty- 
rant. In this great and awful movement of nations 
there is a reciprocal fervitude between the people and 
rulers of new as well as old governments ; it is hard to 
fay of which of the two governments the cord; are 
drawn the tighten; ; — but there is no difficulty in f re- 
feeing that whatever may become of cither the new or 
the old governments of the earth, that rapine, retalia- 
tion and reverberation of milages reli- 
gious feuds, murder and devaluation, ni'ilt in this 
illatid, in the event of any change or no c' aui'v, fwell 
the catalogue of human' woes, augment huma-i mifery 
under the old fy items if from the npcation <f events 
it \i flrengthcncd and confirmed, and malic litis de- 
a grave, a defer!,- incapable of deriving 



voted illand 
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that I comlemii the To acts, bccai.fe if attempted ''t'o be 
carried, I think the attempt would further diflurb the 
domeflic pence of this diffracted country, and if car- 
ried would oceallon perpetual difcord. The inventive 
faculty of man cannot, in my humble apprehenfion, 
difcover a lefs efficacious and a more fatal mode of 
advancing any, even fuppofed, or fancied honed, or 
honorable puipofe, than by provincial deveftation of 
property, local tilings, parochial murders, &c. and 
therefore every good man mull aid in putting them 
down -on the fame principle that he would oppofe an 
Union, to prevent an unavailing effufion of the, 
blood, comfort and tefources of the iiland. When I 
fpoke of the a 7 €t of the legiflatureit was certainly with 
no intention to weaken all the well-grounded objec- 
tions which have been made againfl arbitrary power; 
the magnanimity of the intention effectually to crufh 
delinquency .could never be questioned, if the quiver- 
ing lips, the trickling tears, the loud and tremendous 
cries of thoufands from all quarters of the country 
could induce Rarlt. to change, alter and modify certain 
meafures, which call loudly for reformation and im- 
provement, and bar the avenues to returning juflice— 
the bleffings of a people fo faved would not diffufe in 
empty air. No, (to ufe the ex predion of a great ora- 
tor) heaven itfelf would become the agent to receive 
the bleffings of their pious gratitude, and waft them to 
the bofomof .thtir fovereign. Beware, . I conjure you, 
of intemperate zeal ; reject with unanimous indigna- 
tion any overture which would induce you to give an 
opinion upon the intereits of others yet unborn, when 
your alarms, your prejudices and your fears incapacitate-' 
ycu from forming any opinion even of your own. 
Stand at the Tick bed of your wretched country, and if 
you are not difpofed to adminifter to its difeafes, play 
not the affafiin to atriufe the minifler. Be firm; refift 
the Union ; and truft me that the fame hand which has 
inflicted the wounds on Ireland, mtift, like the hero's 
fpear of old, be ftretched forth to adminifler the re- 
medy and enfure the cure — truft me, the bed way to 
promote the profperity of Ireland is to fhew a Britifh 
cabinet that you are not dull and infenfible and indif- 
ferent to its advancement ; and that .although there are 
feveral in the country feduced into republicanifm, yet 
that there is not an Irifhman difpofed to be a flave. I 
decline entering at any length into the abflracr. ques- 
tion ; it is exhaufted. If carried at all, an Union can only 
be carried by pitiful and flimfev expedients — expedients 
as paltry and inefficacious as they are infidious. It is a 
mtfufe of your funQions to blend the quality of juror 
with politician— fhew the minifter of England that you 
defpair not to cure common difiempers by regular me- 
thods: — view not the difkirbances (which every good 
man deplores) under every colour of exaggeration — 
and in the paroxyfm of alarm furrender not your coun- 
try for ever to every projector or adventurer, every al- 
chymift and empyric who may be unwilling or unable 
to/erve it. The Britifh minifler mufl drag down the 
-flupendous power of France, and revolutionize Ame- 
rica, before he changes the fpirit or the habits of the 
Irifli nation, it is impoffible. In thefe iflands you can- 



not be mifled in cafes of any difficulty ; you will find 
in the treafures of your conflitution maxims and prin- 
ciples to regulate your determination. It is not a lead- 
ing maxim of that conflitution, that the fewer caufes 
of diffatisfaction are left by government, the more the 
fubject will be difpofed to refift and to rebel. I cannot 
find an authority which fays, that no cafe can exift in 
which it is proper for the fovereign to accede to -the 
wifhes of his difconfolate fubjects, or that giving way 
in a few inflances, is to iofe ail that may remain un- 
conceded. You have nothing to fay to the clumfy 
fubtlety of Mr. Pitt's dedu&ions, or Mr. Windham's 
political metaphors ; — follow the advice of Mr. 
Burke, and leave them to amufe the fchools — " Iltafe 
jaflet in aula Mohis et claufo ventorum carcere regret." 
But let them not break. prifon to burfl like a Levan- 
ter to fweop the earth with their hurricane, and to 
breakup the fountains of the great deep to overwhelm 
you . 
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ESTERDAY arrived at Downing-ftreet, under a 
large efcort of cavalry from Plymouth, a fpecialmef- 
fenger from Don Terrifico Despotico, prime 
minifler of Portugal, with a remonflrance fupplicatory 
and expoftulatory, againfl the projected incorporate Uni- 
on between his country and the French Republic ; 
praying immediate relief and fuccour againfl fo deplora- 
ble a calamity. Signor Pittachio received the ambafla- 
dor with his wonted courtefy ; but having on a late oc- 
cafion made that immeafurable oration (which is now 
diflributing gratis by the French Directory over the Eu- 
ropean Continent) in favor of incorporation of legifla- 
tion ; he referred the ambaffador to Fofter, Saurin, and 
Co. and the Conductors of the Anti-Union, in Ireland, 
to receive thebeft Anti-Union inftructions ; the ambaf- 
fador is expected in Dublin every moment, on his im- 
portant million ; and it is whifpered that, the oravors 
of the bar meeting, feveral of the hosiers, Roger 
Gower the hurhbugger, Counfellor Bethel!, and feveral 
Anti-Union city orators, are to pals the gagging months 
in Portugal, where they are to be attended by proper 
interpreters, in inflaming the Portuguefe againfl the 
monflrotts meafure of an Incorporate Union. 

N. B. The moment the account arrived in Dublin, 
a reward was offered to difcover the author of Ceafe 
your Funning ; and great offers made for the literary 
afTiflance of that Anti-Jacobin writer ; a fpecia! meifen- 
ger was immediately fent after 'Tom Gcold, who had 
proceeded on the Munfler Circuit, and that Anti-Union 



